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THE MOUNTAIN VIEW
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11/14/2004





   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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Seed: 		Cont. (from page 1)





What perplexes me is 1.)  That we come to worship expecting to be in God's presence, made aware of our sinfulness, and reminded of God's grace, yet be so easily distracted by so many frivolous things. Why does a drink of water or a trip to the bathroom (exceptions excepted) become so necessary for adults and children alike? 2.) How can one, truly converted to the Lord, knowing that God is in our midst when we assemble, convince themselves that it is not important to attend every service possible. More so, convince themselves that it is ok not to come at all? 


Consider the Hebrew writer's admonition:  "and let us consider (one another) to provoke unto love and good works; not forsaking our own assembling together, as the custom of some is, but exhorting (one another); and so much the more, as ye see the day drawing nigh." (Heb. 10: 24-25) 


 Brethren you cannot do that at home.


                                                       JP


			








Unfortunately, it is still true that "most men will proclaim every one his own goodness . . ."  (Proverbs 20:6).





   The sincere saint, on the other hand, recognizes his fault, confesses freely what God already knows about him, seeks forgiveness and makes a change in his life.  Why?  Because he knows that, "not he who commends himself is approved, but whom the Lord commends" (2 Corinthians 10:18).





   In which category do you, my friend, belong?


���������������_________________________





   Justification is a profound concept.  It hails from the world of law.  Not that of dusty books and stale decrees, but the world of the courtroom; where pronouncements are made and life and death issues are decided.  It implies that there is an unbiased, worth authority with the right to dispense justice; to render a verdict of condemnation or acquittal.





   In the spiritual arena, there is "one lawgiver who is able to save and to destroy" (James 3:12).  There is only one who is "both just and the justifier: (Romans 3:26).  And make no mistake, it's not you and it's not me.


	


   Our English colloquialism, "He who defends himself has a fool for a client," holds true for one who would dare to justify himself as well.  "I do not even judge myself," Paul confessed.  "For I know of nothing against myself, yet I am not justified by this; but He who judges me is the Lord," (1 Corinthians 4:3,4).  Paul might well be too easy or, perhaps, too hard on himself.  And yet, as vividly portrayed by the lawyer whose question was preamble to the parable of the good Samaritan and is noted above, we dearly love to try our hand at self-justification.











			


Didn't Israel try that long ago?


(Ezekiel 18: 2) And didn't God clearly say, "The soul that sins, it shall die . . . the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him"?  (Ezekiel 18:4, 20)





    Being "willing to justify" a


lust for prominence, power, and praise, a man may speak of his profound intellect, broad experience and keen insight.  O, never in boisterous terms or ambitious claims.  No, the words are subtle and with an air of seeming embarrassment at having to utter them at all.  The naïve are deceived.  God is not impressed.  What a repulsive thing, this thirst to dominate.  Its fruit is dissension.  Its end is disappointment, both with the protagonist who must live with his ungodly lust, and his followers who inevitably become disillusioned with the unceasing tension and turmoil.





     One of the fundamental differences between a genuine child of God and a carnal Christian is the attitude manifested toward faults and failures.  The carnal Christian is forever armed with an excuse in an attempt to "justify himself," failing to realize that rationalization will never obtain justification.








Self-Justification:  Pride at Work


By Don Truex





"But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, 'and who is my neighbor?'"








   Like the lawyer, when we seek to justify our aberrant thinking and behavior, we are forced to either 1) ignore simple, clear teaching of Scripture or 2) attempt to divert attention away from self by constructing a hypothetical case or 


blaming another for our action.  In either case, we still find ourselves accountable to God and responsible


for our behavior.





   It is a lesson we have been slow to learn.  Thus, we have become a nation of whiners.  Our mantras are many:  "God wants me to be happy."  "I'm only human."  "God gave me these urges.  It's only natural that I act on them."  "I would do right if only others would treat me better."





   Seemingly, there is no law violated, responsibility avoided or thinking perverted that cannot be "justified"


by our mental gymnastics.  For example: Being "willing to justify himself" in not obeying the gospel, men often point an accusing finger at the supposed hypocrisy of those who are Christians.  Others point at a lack of spirituality on the part of their father, mother, grandparents, or anyone else in their gene pool, and excuse their own rebellion because of the profound influence these exerted. 





 Four Expectations from Worship 





In his book, When God builds a Church, Bob Russell suggests there are four things we should legitimately expect from authentic worship. (1) A sense of God's Presence. (2) A Conviction of our Sinfulness. (3) A Joyful Reminder of God's Grace. (4) The Inspiration to Serve.





While there may be other expectations, one cannot disagree with these four. Surly, we should expect to feel the awesome presence of God when we sing, pray and hear His word proclaimed. He is in our midst, He has said that He would be. 





We should be made to feel our sinful state and to realize our hopeless condition without God's grace. "By grace we are saved" (Eph. 2: 8) When we eat the supper and commune with Christ we can feel the joy of reconciliation. 





It should serve to inspire us to serve God and each other in our effort to get to Heaven.
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


____________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Sis. Marilyn Rich needs our prayers and support more than ever and lets not forget Bro. Norm and Holly.


Sis. Chris Veteto as she continues to struggle with the pain of her condition. She tries hard to be here when she can.


Bro. Rick Hulsey as his treatment is still uncertain.


Bro. & Sis.Boyd and Robbye Jones although they are not meeting with us because of their move lets not forget them in their waning years. A card or visit would cheer them greatly 


Sis. Elaine Clem and her family as Jim continues his job search. 


Besides these who need our special prayers lets remember to pray for each other in all things.  


____________________________________


The messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


Jocar2@bellsouth.net 


Members: Your input is vital to the effectiveness of this paper. If you have information of note to all or an article you would like considered please submit it to the editor.








MEN TO SERVE





Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Brad Bowman


Song Leader---Philip West	


Lord's Supper---Aaron Harvard


   Asst. 1---Drew Kempen	


   Asst. 2---Mike Sonen


   Asst. 3---Andy Williams


   Asst. 4---Jim Statham


   Asst. 5---Zachary Rogers


2nd Prayer----Wes Guyton


Scripture Reading---Ken Gay


Sermon----John Johnson


Announcements----Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer-----Zachary Rogers


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Grant Hicks


Song Leader-----John Johnson


Scripture Reading--Andy Williams


2nd Prayer------Joe Philips


Sermon----Steve Huff


Lord's Supper----Aaron Harward


Announcements---Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer---Keith Stonehart


Wednesday PM Service


Song-----Brad Bowman


Invitation----Drew Bowman


Closing Prayer---Mike Sonen





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson 770-887-9497


___________________________


Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 








The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)











